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Board Meeting 
The Board Meeting was held 

in Greensboro on May 15, 2010 at the 
Painted Plate.  The event was 
highlighted by commentaries from two 
guest speakers, Carl Adams, a WWII 
Navy deckhand aboard a small carrier 
who showed previously unrevealed 
films of deck activities in the Pacific 
Theater, and Fred Goss, Director of the 
Greensboro Historical Museum, who 
discussed the latest happenings there as 
well as its plans for the future.  
Additionally, there were wonderful pro-
PMF comments from international guest 
Himanshu Tewar, a business advisor in 
Mumbai, India, who came with two 
friends from Toronto.  Other special 
guests included retired mechanic Carl 
Wagle from Alabama and more locally 
from Virginia Zeke Saunders, retired 
Senior VP of Operations for Piedmont 
Airlines, Baxter Shipman, a graphic 
designer from High Point, and Paul 
Holt, a genealogist residing in 
Greensboro. 

The Board was delighted to 
have its eldest member and old friend of 
George Preddy, Otto Gaskins, return to 
the area from St. Louis, although this 
move was precipitated by the 
unfortunate death of his wife Helen.  At 
this meeting he was elected to Emeritus 
status along with Robert Huddleston. 

New Board Member 
 In June IT specialist Jack L. 
Pickard was elected to serve on the 
Board of the Preddy Foundation.  He has 
placed Preddy exhibits in the airports at 
Sanford and Siler City, and he is very 
active in the Commemorative Air Force.  
Welcome, Jack. 

NC House of Representatives 
Board Member John Faircloth 

won the Republican primary for District 
61, defeating three other candidates with 
a margin that avoided a runoff. He is on 
the November ballot unopposed and will 
take the seat in January. Congratulations 
to John. 

North Carolina Aviation Museum 
 PMF’s greatest achievement 
for the past year was probably its 

contribution to the  North Carolina Aviation 
Museum in Asheboro.  It purchased from 
PMF Member, Tom Smith, a modified 1/5th

scale model of the P-47 Cripes A’Mighty, 
and loaned it to NCAM. It                                                 
 is backdropped by a Bill Garmon painting 
of the P-47 Cripes A’Mighty previously 
donated. 

Preddy Artifacts to CAM 
 PMF Founder Joe Noah over the 
years has accumulated many artifacts 
pertaining to the Preddy Brothers.  These 
include books, files, photographs, models, 
magazines, plaques, audio-visuals, and 
many pictures.  During the last two years he 
has sensed a need for a permanent place for 
these items.   Negotiations with the 
Carolinas Aviation Museum resulted in a 
placement with their Dolph Overton Library. 
The library is named in honor of the F-86 
Ace and recent recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Cross, who 
additionally has served on the Board of PMF 
since it was incorporated in 1996. The 
Museum already has a fine exhibit on 
George Preddy. Many of these worthy 
pieces can be filed or displayed for the 
education and enjoyment of the public. 

Spreading the Word 
 As the Preddy Foundation has 
seasoned with time, good publicity seems to 
just happen.  Unsolicited have been 
creations where no thought was given by the 
Board on its own behalf.  Examples are 
Mustang calendars, restoration of a P-51 
Mustang with Cripes A’Mighty markings, 
unexpected publications in both aviation and 
general interest magazines, an inclusion into 
the educational website www.NCVisual
History.com, and even George’s being a 
“participant” in an elementary school Wax 
Museum in Montana. 

Preddy on View 
 As the years march on, it becomes 
apparent that the Preddy name is clearly on 
view and that the public is more aware than 
ever of the legend of the brothers. Clearly, 
the dissemination of artifacts by the Preddy 
Foundation has been instrumental in name 
recognition.  Last year’s Annual Report 
spelled out this footprint, listing more than 
twenty-five commemorations and displays 
regionally, nationally, and internationally. 




